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UM student arrested in Walgreens robberies
Mark Page
Montana Kaimin

Police have arrested and charged a University
of Montana student for allegedly committing three
armed-robberies at Walgreens pharmacy on North Reserve Street, all of which occurred over about the past
month.
Missoula police, along with agents from the Drug
Enforcement Agency, raided a house on Gerald Avenue
Wednesday evening and arrested Daniel Nania, finding
a large amount of pharmaceuticals and other evidence
at the home.
The Walgreens was robbed on Jan. 31, Feb. 21 and
March 3.
“I want to salute the good work of the Missoula
Police Department,” U.S. Attorney Bill Mercer said.
“This is the sort of crime that is going to create a large
fear factor in the community.”
Nania is being held at the Missoula County Detention Center and could face up to 20 years in federal
prison if convicted. The case is federal because the
DEA has control over crimes involving thefts from
pharmacies.
According to court documents, when police raided
Nania’s home they found more than 10,000 prescription pills of various sorts, numerous bulk-sized pill
bottles, a BB handgun and $3,132. The address had
already been under surveillance by officers of the Missoula Police Department, who believed narcotics were
being sold out of the residence.
Nania is accused of stealing cash, oxycodone, Ritalin, Percodan and alprazolam.
Police also recovered a dark jacket with a light
strip, camouflage pants and sunglasses, which match
the clothing the robber was wearing when caught on
camera.
All of the evidence was found in a common area of
the basement adjacent to Nania’s bedroom.
In interviews with the Kaimin, Nania’s roommates
declined to say anything about the case or about Nania
except to say that they did not have anything to do with
the robberies.

Blaine Dunkley/Montana Kaimin

Missoula Police Chief Mark Muir addresses a room full of reporters, city officials and policemen Thursday afternoon in the City
Council Chambers as U.S. District Attorney Bill Mercer stands by him. The press conference was called to answer questions about
the recent arrest of Daniel Nania, a UM student accused of committing a string of recent robberies at a Walgreens store on North
Reserve Street.

“We were not involved in any way,” said roommate
Mike Campbell.
During the first two robberies, the perpetrator never
pulled a weapon but simply opened his jacket to show
the clerk a handgun in his waistband.
The behavior escalated during the robbery early

Tuesday morning when the suspect pulled out pepper or bear spray, initially pointing it at the clerk before pulling out a gun and ordering both the clerk and
pharmacist to the ground, threatening to shoot if they
didn’t comply.
See ROBBER, page 12

Ticketing outlet merger affects UM UM researchers tackle
Kimball Bennion
Montana Kaimin
Adams Center director Mary
Muse is looking very closely at the
potential merger between entertainment giants Live Nation and Ticketmaster and what it will mean to
future concerts at the University of
Montana.
The two companies, which have
respectively produced and ticketed
many shows at UM, have dominated
the competition in their respective
fields. Their merger is under the scrutiny of the Senate Judiciary Committee amid concerns from businesses
and legislators that the new company,
Live Nation Entertainment, could be
monopolistic.
Live Nation spun off from radio
giant Clear Channel in 2005 and has
taken over the live entertainment
business not only by promoting concerts but by owning more than 150
concert venues in North America and
Europe and managing the careers of
big name acts such as U2, Madonna,
Jay-Z and the Jonas Brothers.

Ticketmaster has similarly taken
a major share of the ticket selling
market, cornering an estimated 80
percent of it in America, according to
statements made in last month’s Senate hearings. Part of its success has
been its acquisitions of secondary
ticketing services including Paciolan,
a ticketing software company used
by the UM ticketing system GrizTix.
Muse said that GrizTix’s contract
with Paciolan is set to expire in 2012,
at which time Paciolan will likely be
folded into Ticketmaster. Muse said
that she is exploring different options
for a new contract with other ticket
vendors in 2012, but if she decides to
renew the one she has now, it will be
with Ticketmaster. And that could put
her in a difficult position.
“It would be Ticketmaster in control, not us,” Muse said.
But until 2012, GrizTix’s current
system should continue smoothly,
despite the potential Live Nation/
Ticketmaster merger. What Muse
has to worry about now is how the
merger will affect the Adams Cen-
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• UM Jazz Bands
University Theatre, 7:30 p.m.
$10 general public; $5 students and
seniors

ter’s ability to put on shows.
Muse said that her job is not only
to bring in money for the Adams
Center, but also to bring in entertainment that students can afford. If there
comes a day when every Live Nation
show requires that venues use Ticketmaster to ticket concertgoers, Muse
said she may not be able to control
that part of her job.
Muse said the Adams Center
changed the way it sells tickets after
hundreds of people waiting in line
for tickets to an Elton John concert
last fall lost their chance to buy them
when online buyers got to them first.
Now, Muse is afraid she’ll lose control of ticketing all together.
“I lose control of being able to
manage that customer experience
when I lose control of ticketing,” she
said. “I’m not able to manage the
ticket fees.”
At last month’s Senate hearing,
Live Nation and Ticketmaster executives Michael Rapino and Irving
Azoff, respectively, insisted that ticket
See TICKET, page 12

asbestos in Montana
Carmen George
Montana Kaimin
While the landmark W.R.
Grace trial continues just a mile
from University of Montana laboratories, professors are researching
the lethal substance and its effects
on Montana.
“It’s an important issue for our
state; it’s not just Libby,” said
Elizabeth Putnam, UM associate
professor in the Center for Environmental Health Sciences who is
researching Libby asbestos. “It’s
been transported across the state.
It’s more than just the fibrosis and
the cancer; there are a lot of different diseases that can result from
this (asbestos). That’s why it’s important to study.”
The issue of asbestos is at the
core the U.S. Government v. W.R
Grace & Co. trial that began in
Missoula’s U.S. District Court
Feb. 23. Grace is charged with

Inside the Kaimin
BLOTTA page 4
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on relationships

For continuing coverage of the W.R.
Grace trial by UM law and journalism
students, please visit the Web site
http://blog.umt.edu/gracecase

hiding the health risks of the company’s asbestos-laced vermiculite
that was mined in Libby. Although
UM asbestos researchers won’t
likely testify in the trial, their research continues to stand as important testimony to people around
the world concerned about asbestos contamination.
Putnam, in partnership with the
laboratories of five other UM professors, is studying the effects of
Libby’s asbestos on mice, she said.
The study aims to identify specific
characteristics of the Libby asbestos
and then to formulate ways to medically treat it.
“We do what we do because
we are trying to get to a particular
See ASBESTOS, page 8
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This week in numbers

12,000

Dollars brought in
by UM’s one-year
contract with the
Russell Corporation.
The university cut
ties with the apparel
manufacturer after
it closed a factory,
leaving 1,800 unionized
workers unemployed.

143

Crashes
caused by cell
phone distractions
in Montana in 2007,
according to Montana
Highway Patrol. The
legislature this week
voted down a bill that
would have outlawed
talking on handheld
phones while driving.

35

Members of
the Betterside women’s
rubgy team at UM
that will play at a
tournament in Lewiston,
Idaho, this weekend.

9

Missoula
businesses that have
been robbed in the
last month and a half
after the North Reserve
Street Walgreens was
hit Tuesday for the
third time.

4

Teenagers who
had their first court
appearances on charges
of vandalism after
authorities say they
damaged more than 100
vehicles and buildings
across town.

Bess Sex

BIG UPS

The

By Bess Davis

Column

Questions? Comments? Email BessSexEver@gmail.com

When ‘single’ doesn’t mean single

When my last serious relationship ended, I didn’t feel like our breakup
was real until we made ourselves “Single” on Facebook. How stupid is
that? Well, apparently not that stupid, because I’m not the only one who
has placed importance on relationship validation via social networking
sites like Facebook and MySpace.
A friend of mine recently started dating someone. They’ve agreed
that they are in an exclusive relationship, but then something interesting
happened. Neither changed their status on Facebook, and he started to
panic about it a bit.
My friend didn’t want to make the first move and maybe scare his
new girlfriend away with the huge step of commitment that is changing
your Facebook status to “In a Relationship.”
I tried to explain that this is a silly thing to worry about and he should
just change it, but it turns out that would have been a bad idea. When he
asked her about it, she said she was against changing their statuses and
alerting everyone they know that they are now in a relationship next time
people checked their News Feed.
My friend eventually settled on simply giving himself no relationship
status on his Facebook profile.
I can understand not wanting everyone to be alerted to your breakup if
things don’t work out with you and your new boyfriend/girlfriend, but do
we place too much importance on how these online statuses affect how
we view our relationships?
When I started seeing someone seriously again, I changed my Facebook status to reflect that I was dating someone, but only after he and I
had discussed the nature of our relationship. I didn’t ask if he was going
to change his relationship status, and I wasn’t terribly concerned with
everyone seeing that I was dating again, but it just felt more honest.
Really, we all check out Facebook to learn details about people we
don’t have the time to spend actual time with. We soak up information
like their religious views summarized in one label and see who they’re
dating and if they’re good-looking or not. I’m not saying it’s nice or it’s
right, but it’s true.
Since this is my column, I’m going to state my official opinion on
social networking relationship statuses: If you’re going to take the time
to list yourself as “Single,” then take the time to change it if you and your
new partner decide you are dating exclusively.
I’m not saying this because I think it’s important to announce to the
world what you’re up to romantically, but since we place so much importance on these profiles, you could create insecurity with your new partner
by continuing to list yourself as single on your profile.
New relationships are full of enough insecurity about various things
such as learning what it’s like to have a new lover, getting over exes and
coordinating schedules to fit a new person into your routine. With all that
stress, who needs additional questions about commitment to be raised by
some silly Web site?
If you want to avoid this whole rigmarole, then simply don’t start out
by listing your relationship status at all. Come on, if you think Facebook
is important enough to list that you’re single, you need to have the energy
and respect for your partner to make the necessary changes when you
enter a relationship.
If we’re going to place such importance on announcing our romantic
entanglements on the Internet, we can at least do it like adults and own
up to our commitments.

Go to www.montanakaimin.com to
see responses to the question:
What do you listen to when you are having a good or bad day?
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&Backhands
Welcome back to everyone’s favorite half page. Seven more
days, seven more stories we think bear repeating. Preemptive
apologies to anyone about to roll their eyes after any of the following paragraphs.
For starters, Backhands to UM’s Relay for Life for placing
purple toilets in buildings around campus, promising to remove
them only when the particular department ponies up $50 for the
university’s annual fundraiser. Extortion for charity is still extortion, folks. What’s next, “Kidnap a Kid for Cancer”?
Backhands to Jostens, the company peddling graduation “regalia” to alums-to-be for the ceremonies this May. Besides asking $70 for a “basic package” consisting of 25 (hopefully goldplated) invitations for friends and family, they expect everyone
in the graduating class to cough up $24 for a useless black gown
no reasonable person will ever need after May 16. Here’s an
idea: save four bucks and graduate in a luxurious fleece Snuggie
for only 19.95 — and get an additional Snuggie and two book
lights FREE! Order now!
Big Ups to Michael Jackson for his announcement that he’ll
be returning to the stage for 10 concerts in London this July. Say
what you will about the guy, but for us — the entertainmentstarved public – this is basically a win-win. If he pulls it off,
great, but we’d rather see a tailspin of creepy and semi-illegal
publicity blunders from the moonwalking mannequin.
Backhands to UM’s President’s Office for cutting the university’s ties with Russell Athletics after protesting students threw
a hissy fit about the company’s overseas factory conditions. Besides depriving us of our sweatshop-made Griz sweatshirts, the
move threatens to embolden and expand campus’ already robust
hippy population — a dangerous trend for this time of year. The
Oval’s a few slacklines from an obstacle course as is.
Big Ups to the 14-year-old kid who successfully impersonated a Chicago police officer for an entire five-and-a-half-hour
shift last week. With all due respect to the hard-working athletes
on campus, this is the kind of kid we need to be recruiting to
come to school here. With Missoula fast on the rise as the crime
capital of the west, we could use a couple vigilantes around campus next fall. Get that kid a scholarship!
Big Ups to Doc’s Sandwich Shop and the Food Court, who
we’re told will begin selling something called “potato chips”
sometime next week. Now, if they could only figure out how to
make a $7 club in less than five minutes, they’d have this deli
thing down!
A final Big Ups to all the handsome devils on campus taking
part in “Mustache March,” one of our nation’s most glorious traditions — and a rare Super Big Ups to any women able to find it
in their hearts to forgive them.
Well, that’s it for this week. Thanks for the attention everyone.
We’ll see you around campus … not in a weird way, of course.
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Letters to the
Editor
Economic climate doesn’t allow
for expanded CHIP program
I appreciate the Montana Kaimin giving us the chance to respond to Lauren Russell’s recent
editorial in which she roundly
criticized Republican legislators
for opposing the voter approved
expansion of the CHIP program
(Children’s Health Insurance
Plan).
I must respectfully disagree
with her on this important issue. Given the recent economic
meltdown, I believe voters understand that it’s not responsible
to begin a brand new expensive
program at this time. We are hardpressed to fund many of the current programs our citizens have
depended on for years.
As President of the Senate, I
have participated in many meetings where we’ve discussed this
$35 million increase in funding for
our state’s children. We currently
fund 17,000 low income children
in our CHIP program, and we continue to fully support that program.
But we also strongly support a
balanced budget for the state. Our
constitution requires that we balance our budget.   When voters
passed I-155 to fund this new
program, our economic picture was much different, and
the governor was talking about
large increases in revenue.

That has changed dramatically.
State revenues have dropped
by $251 million, and we expect
revenues to continue to decline.
That means that we have to cut
that much in current program
levels to balance the budget.
Where do the Democrats
propose to find an additional
$35 million to fund the expanded CHIP program? Do
we take it from our funding
for nursing homes?
From
schools? From programs for
the disabled? From universities?
The reality of this difficult economic climate is that
we have hundreds of millions
less money for the budget and
funding an extremely expensive new program would require significant cuts in existing programs.
The new program would
provide free health insurance
for children of families who
earn 250% of the poverty level
(we now fund at 175%).   A family of four could earn $55,000 to
$60,000 a year and still qualify
for this free insurance.
I don’t know about Ms. Russell, but I believe that Montanans want us to act responsibly and
tighten our belts, just like they are
being forced to do in these difficult
times. They don’t want us to add
a brand new endeavor that will require dire cuts in existing projects
to fund a new program.
Sen. Robert Story
President of Montana Senate
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Coming out for acceptance
I recently “came out of the closet” and, to my surprise, the world
outside my little charade hasn’t
changed much — except for a
newly found happiness, of course.
I made this decision a little
after Christmas, and I haven’t
looked back since, but I have to
admit that the decision itself was
the most difficult one I’ve ever
had to make.
However, coming out has
made my life infinitely better,
and other gay teenagers should
know that they don’t have to live
in an environment that forces them
to keep their sexuality secret. I’m
saying this in hopes that someone
will be helped by knowing that,
because I understand the fear, pain
and doubt that keeping this secret
creates.
For years, my sexuality was
something I didn’t talk about even
among my friends. When the topic
was brought up, I would begrudgingly spout out mumbles, half-truths
and lies. It was difficult, but manageable. How hard is it to lie and say
you had a crush on some random
girl from English? The answer is
surprisingly complex. It’s both the
easiest and most difficult thing to do.
I lived knowing that I wasn’t being true to myself. I went through
the motions of daily life and kept
myself excessively busy with
clubs, sports and organizations,

but I knew all along that it was to
stop myself from thinking about
the part of myself I was covering
up. It was suffocating and undeniably painful to lie to the entirety
of my family and friends — every
sentence I uttered needed to be
checked and each action analyzed.
The consistent fear that someone
would discover my secret was the
worst part. Slipping or making a
mistake was simply not an option.
Despite this dishonesty, I had
an amazing high school experience. I was able to make friends
and form bonds without worrying about being judged any more
than the average teenager. With
my busy schedule, I found a
love for writing and athletics and
steadily whittled away the four
years. Looking back, I wish I was
strong enough to come out back
then because I think high school
would have felt more complete
if everyone knew, but emotionally I wasn’t ready to let everyone know what I had kept hidden
since grade school.
During my first year at the
University of Michigan, the
strain of retaining my façade
started to become too much. I
had trouble sleeping and, despite
the fact I was living away from
home, I still had to watch everything I said. Why could other
people live their lives and be

Matthew Shutler; Michigan Daily

happy, but I couldn’t?
After a near heart attack, I
was finally able to tell my parents what I wanted to for years.
Without a second’s hesitation
they both said that I was their
son, and their love for me would
never falter. For me, this was the
most liberating experience of my
life, and I am more than proud to
say that I have been supported by
everyone I have told thus far. I
can only wish any other gay person who makes this decision the
same luck.
Some people never tell a soul,
others come out in middle or high
school. Others still, like myself,
wait until college and the “real
world.” Despite the way you may
be feeling right now, you’re not
alone. There are people you can
talk to and steps you can take. If
you’re not ready to tell your parents or friends, call a hotline and
talk about it. Maybe there is one
person you feel comfortable with:
tell them.
Instead of feeling isolated and
weak, feel strong — the first step
is knowing you have options.
I’ve lived through my personal
Dark Ages and I’m stronger for
it. I hope reading this helps at
least one person, because if it
does, telling my story was worth
it. I’m gay: who cares? If you’re
gay too, stand and be proud.

News
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Suspicious shutterbugs, slackened steam shafts
Mark Page
Montana Kaimin
Feb. 27, 10:56 a.m.
A suspicious character was
taking pictures of the Missoula
Federal Credit Union and the
UM Bookstore in the University Center. This is of concern
to police after the recent rash
of robberies. “We continued
our stepped up patrols,” said
Jim Lemcke, director of Public
Safety.
Feb. 27, 8:20 p.m.
Somebody was trying to gain
access to the steam tunnels next

fun, just wires and pipes and
darkness.”

Feb. 28, 1:30 p.m.
A male was reported to be unplugging the hard drives of computers
in the library. He was asked to leave
and Public Safety was called. “He
was doing some work on the computers,” Lemcke said. “Unauthorized, of
course.”
to the Davidson Honors College. The caller had noticed
that some bolts were missing
from the hinges on the door, but
whoever had been trying was

Police
Blotter

unsuccessful. “You know, the
tunnels are an interesting place
to go, and students want to get
in and check it out,” Lemcke
said. “But it’s really not that

Feb. 28, 7:30 p.m.
Two individuals were taking pictures of the ATM
in the University Center.
Again, after the robberies, people have been calling to report any remotely
suspicious activity, which
Lemcke applauded. “That’s
an odd thing to be doing,”
Lemcke said of the photographers.
“Maybe these
people feel an emotional attachment to their ATM, their
money source.”

March 3, 8:58 p.m.
A caller reported getting
a text message asking for his
credit card number, saying it had
been deactivated. He was wise
enough not to give it, and instead he reported the incident
to Public Safety. “The bottom
line is: Don’t give personal information to people you don’t
know,” Lemcke said. This same
thing happened twice this past
week, and in one instance, the
victim had the sense to send a
reply of all ones, which was returned as “reactivated.” “I love
it when people are thinking on
their feet,” Lemcke said.

UM administers survey on student engagement
Allison Maier
Montana Kaimin
Exactly 800 University of
Montana students have received
surveys in the mail with the purpose of helping the administration get a sense of the quality of
undergraduate education at UM.
The National Survey of Student Engagement was sent to
a random selection of 400 UM
freshmen and 400 seniors in
February, according to Associate Provost Arlene Walker-Andrews. The students can either
mail a paper version back to the
school or take the survey online.
Responses started coming in on
Wednesday and will be collected the rest of the month, WalkerAndrews said. The response rate
is usually around 40 percent.
The survey is administered to

more than 200,000 students at
schools across the country. Last
spring, 774 colleges and universities participated in the NSSE.
The University pays $6,300
to administer the survey, which
comes from funds for retention
and assessment, Walker-Andrews said.
The survey takes about 25
minutes to complete, according to Walker-Andrews. It asks
students about everything from
the number of times they come
to class without completing assignments to how much reading
and writing they have done over
the past school year, how much
they exercise and whether they
would go to the same institution
again if they had to start over.
The responses will be sent to
the Indiana University Center

for Postsecondary Research, and
UM will not receive results back
until next fall, Walker-Andrews
said. The University will get its
individual results, but will also
be compared to “peer institutions.” In 2006, the University
was compared to about 40 other
schools from across the country,
including Brigham Young Untiversity and the University of
Alabama.
In the past, the University often received lower scores than
other institutions in its level of
academic challenge, according
to Walker-Andrews. She said
UM found that this was because
of the shorter length of papers
assigned in many undergraduate
writing classes.
The survey results will be
weighted to better reflect the

student population, adjusting
for factors like gender, since
traditionally more females than
males return the survey.
Comparing the responses of
freshmen to seniors can help determine areas that need to be addressed by the University, Walker-Andrews said. For example,
results in the past have indicated
that seniors are more satisfied by
advising than freshmen, she said.
The University first administered the survey in 2000. It was
last conducted at UM in 2006.
According to Walker-Andrews,

the results have prompted many
of the actions currently being
undertaken by the administration as part of its Partnering for
Student Success plan, a score
of efforts aimed at improving
student retention and graduation rates. These include making changes to the advising program, increasing internship and
service learning opportunities,
and establishing an Office for
Student Success, which will coordinate all advising and tutoring programs on campus.
allison.maier@umontana.edu
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Accuracy Watch

The Montana Kaimin is committed to accuracy in its
reports. If you think the Kaimin has committed
an error of fact, please call us at 243-2394
or e-mail editor@montanakaimin.com and let us know.
If we find a factual error we will correct it.
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Lady Griz fend off feisty Eagles for 72-53 win

Blaine Dunkley/Montana Kaimin

Sophomore forward Sarah Ena ducks around a defender during her drive to the basket Thursday evening in the Dahlberg Arena. The Lady Griz survived the Eagles’ talons, finishing the game with 72 points
over Eastern Washington’s 53.

Whitney Bermes
Montana Kaimin
Montana fans can barely wait for
Saturday’s long-awaited match up between the Lady Griz and Portland State.
But the Lady Griz still had one hurdle
to clear before getting a chance to claim
the top spot in the conference.
The Lady Griz were able to shake off
a cold shooting effort, earning a 72–53
win against Eastern Washington (10–
18, 5–10 Big Sky) at home on Thursday
night. The victory sets up a much-anticipated season finale against Portland
State for the Big Sky Conference regular season title on Saturday afternoon.
The Lady Griz (25–4, 14–1 Big Sky)
shot only 35.2 percent, going 19–of–54
from the field. But they won the battle
down low, out-rebounding the Eagles
50–31, who lead the Big Sky in rebounding.
“Coach emphasized all week that
Eastern is one of the top teams in our
conference in rebounding. So we just
kind of made it a point of emphasis in
practice to really box out,” said sophomore forward Sarah Ena. “They have
a lot of height. They’re an aggressive
team, so we definitely knew it would be
a battle of the boards this weekend.”
With Montana pulling down 21 offensive rebounds, the Lady Griz scored
18 second-chance points to Eastern’s
seven in front of a crowd of 3,445 at
Dahlberg Arena.
“I just think Montana did a great job
on the glass,” said Eastern head coach
Wendy Schuller. “We didn’t do a great
job of blocking out, and they were really aggressive going to the offensive
boards. That obviously hurt us.”
With Eastern’s playoff hopes on
the line, a feisty Eagles squad fought
hard and played aggressively, sending
the Lady Griz to the free throw line 41
times.
“It was a game that didn’t have a
lot of flow, there was so many fouls,”
Montana head coach Robin Selvig said.
“They played hard. They weren’t giving us anything for free. They were
making us work, that’s for sure.”
Montana relinquished its lead only
once, a mere 30 seconds into the game
when a three-pointer by Eastern’s Kyla

Evans put the Eagles up 3–2. But that
was as close as they would come. Montana built an 11-point halftime lead
thanks to Ena’s eight points in the first
period. Ena finished with 13 points, going 9-of-11 from the free throw line.
She also chipped in 10 rebounds.
Aggressive play by the Eagles didn’t
slow up in the second half. In the first
11 minutes of the second period, the
Lady Griz scored 13 points, 11 of which
came from the charity stripe.
Eastern, who started three freshmen
and two sophomores in their line up,
tried to put together a run in the second half, pulling within eight with a
three-pointer by Jessica Huntington at
the 13:49 mark. But Montana’s senior
guard Mandy Morales turned it on. Despite only seven first-half points, Morales poured on 15 more during the second period. She ended with 22 points,
making 8-of-9 free throws, as well as
tallying seven rebounds and three assists.
Senior forward Britney Lohman
joined Ena with a double-double, tallying 11 points and 13 boards. Eastern’s Julie Piper led the Eagles with
14 points. Amy Bratvold also reached
double digits, netting 10 points and
five boards. Guard Chene Cooper, who
stands at just 5 feet tall, led her team in
rebounding with six boards.
“I didn’t think it’d be easy with
them. (Schuller) does a good job with
them,” Selvig said. “They’re good.
They’re playing to be in the tournament
… they’re a pretty good team. We’re
happy to beat them.”
With Thursday night’s win, the Lady
Griz pushed their home record to 46–2
dating back to the 2006-2007 season.
Montana, who has already earned
one of the top two seeds in the post season tournament, plays its regular season finale on Saturday against Portland
State. The Lady Griz have a chance to
avenge a 72–62 loss to the Vikings,
their lone conference loss of the season.
Tip- off is at 2 p.m. in Dahlberg Arena.
“I think everyone did a good job tonight in different areas so that helps us
get ready for Saturday,” Ena said. “I
think we’re ready to go.”
whitney.bermes@umontana.edu

Madness begins Saturday as Bobcats visit Dahlberg

Roman Stubbs
Montana Kaimin
In order to advance to the semifinal
round of next week’s Big Sky Men’s Basketball Championship, Montana must pull
off one of the toughest tasks in all of sports
Saturday night — beat a team three times in
one season.
And the third-seeded Grizzlies must do
it against their hated rival, as sixth-seeded
Montana State visits Dahlberg Arena. This,
the first round game of the league playoffs,
marks the 279th time the programs have met
on the hardwood, including the 11th postseason affair.
It was a wild three days for the Montana
program last weekend, as it lost its chance
for the No. 2 seed after falling to Northern Colorado on Thursday night. The Griz
came inches away from getting the clinch
after Eastern Washington almost pulled a
monumental upset Saturday night against
Portland State. They then kissed their second seed hopes goodbye Sunday afternoon
when Montana State was thoroughly manhandled by Northern Colorado. At this point
of the season, the Bobcats and Grizzlies
seem perfect for each other, thrown into the
pit and forced to claw with reckless abandon

in order to keep their seasons alive.
“At any level, it’s tough to beat a team
three times in a season,” Montana guard Anthony Johnson said. “They’re going to play
us hard.”
Montana State has been reeling since
late January, losing five straight games and
seven of eight, including the last two by a
combined 47 points to Northern Colorado
and Weber State. Nevertheless, Montana
head coach Wayne Tinkle said Thursday
that the message to his team all week has
been one of clear and present danger — that
although the Griz have beaten the Cats by
double digits in their two previous meetings
this season, their rival has still have shown
flashes of brilliance this season with their
win over Portland State, as well as handing
Weber State their only loss in league play
in early January. And although Montana
State’s 5–10 record on the road isn’t a shining beacon of light, they do boast road wins
over Colorado and Oregon State.
“There’s no secrets this time of year,”
Tinkle said. “We know that these guys are
a dangerous team, and they are more than
capable.”
Montana took down seven straight
See BASKETBALL, page 6

Blaine Dunkley/Montana Kaimin

Junior Griz forward Vassy Banny fumbles the ball during practice Tuesday afternoon in the Dahlberg
Arena. The Griz hope to redeem themselves in their first playoff game this weekend after their season ending loss to Northern Colorado last Thursday.
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Griz lacrosse heads to Colorado for busy weekend
Tyson Alger
Montana Kaimin
The term “busy weekend” has a
different meaning for the UM club
lacrosse team.
Starting Friday, the Griz will take
on three of the nation’s top club lacrosse teams in three days. Throw
in 13-hour bus rides to and from
Boulder, Colo., and you have a busy
weekend.
Senior midfielder Tucker Sargent
has had his fair share of these weekends in his Griz lacrosse career and
has a strategy to get through those
long bus rides.
“I just try to sleep a lot,” Sargent
said.
Sleep is something that the Griz
should take advantage of.
With the weekend’s lineup consisting of Colorado, Texas A&M
and Colorado State, all of whom are
ranked in the top 15 in the country,
a short-benched Griz team can’t afford to be tired.
“Three games can take a lot out
of a team,” coach Ryan Hanavan
said. “We’ve been doing a lot of
conditioning to get their legs underneath them for all three games.”
Hanavan noted that members
of the team have been striving for
better fitness, from players eating
healthier to partaking in yoga.
Strategically, Sargent said, the
Griz will look to control the possession game. Sargent said that generally the Griz attack with a “run and
gun” style offense, but slowing the
pace down will help the team sustain
a steady attack throughout the whole
weekend.

That being said, Sargent said the
Griz can’t afford to take a step back
in intensity against teams that are
considered stronger than the Griz,
according to the standings.
“We’re underdogs in all three
games,” Sargent said. “But I really
don’t see it that way. We’ll hold our
own.”
Playing against teams such as
CU, who has been a perennial lacrosse powerhouse, is something
that Hanavan said his team gets up
for.
“We’ve played teams like this
before,” he said. “We have our own
talented players who are excited. We
want to target these teams.”
A successful weekend could help
propel the Griz into the national
rankings.
“Really a win against any of these
teams would go a long way towards
getting us up there,” Sargent said.
The Griz, who are expected to arrive in Colorado early Friday morning, take the field Friday against
the Buffalo at 7. They then face off
against the Aggies Saturday at 1
p.m. before taking on the Rams on
Sunday, also at 1 p.m.
After the final game of the weekend, the Griz will once again hop
onto the bus and venture the nearly
900 miles back to Montana. But
then again, this is all part of a normal
weekend for the Griz, who Sargent
said are accustomed to being on the
road.
“By now I could drive to China
and back and not even notice,” he
said.
tyson.alger@umontana.edu

www.montanakaimin.com
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Senior midfielder Wes Armstrong protects the ball from freshman defenseman Michael Flickinger during practice in
Washington-Grizzly Stadium. Half of the team members were ill on Monday. The remaining players practiced stick handling, passing and shooting.

BASKETBALL
Continued from page 5
opponents in the meat of the conference slate but have lost two of
three heading into the postseason
stretch, including their 10-point
loss to UNC in Greeley last Thursday, despite out-shooting Northern
Colorado 45 to 41 percent from the
field. Montana missed 11 threepointers, however, and Johnson
said Northern was opportunistic
about forcing the Griz into uncharacteristic mistakes on the offensive
end.
But what’s done is done, and the
Griz are trying to turn Saturday’s
game into a pro rather than con. Instead of a 12-day layoff had they
won the two seed and bye for the
tournament, they now get a shot to
keep the wheels greased heading
into postseason play.
“To think about it, we would’ve
had 12 or 13 days off before our
first game (in the tournament),”
said Johnson, noting that the team
is accustomed to battling through

two games a week. “At the end of
the day, it is a blessing in disguise.
We are creatures of habit.”
A point of emphasis for Montana on Saturday will be trying to
emulate their defensive effort from
their February win over the Cats,
in which they held Brad Huse’s
team to 31 percent shooting. Their
two-three zone bottled up Montana
State big man Divaldo Mbunga,
who was held scoreless in the first
19 minutes. The 6-foot-9 center
averages 10 points and nearly seven rebounds per game and had 17
points and 17 boards combined in
the first two meetings.
Montana State does have three
players who average double figures (Mbunga, Will Bynum 10.9,
and Bobby Howard, 10.8) but have
struggled scoring in the past two
months. They rank second to last
in the league in field goal percentage (41.1) and free throw percentage (67.4) and last in three-point
percentage (31.5)
“Lately, they’ve made more of
a point to throw it into Mbunga
and their post players,” Tinkle

said. “It’s going to come down to
not giving them any easy baskets
in transition, no open looks from
three, and then we’ve got to rebound with them and not give them
second chance opportunities. They
hurt us a little bit in Missoula off
the boards.”
Johnson and Jordan Hasquet
had 17 and 15 points apiece at
Northern Colorado last week, and
Johnson scored 31 and 24 points
against Montana State in the first
two meetings. Those benchmarks
on a promising season must now
fade, however, as a new season begins. Montana now must take down
Montana State for an unbearable
third time this season, trying to
stave off a program that is desperate after a five-game losing streak,
let alone a seven-game skid in the
league tournament. The Bobcats’
last tourney win came against Cal
State Northridge in 1999.
“Our guys are going to be ready
to go, because it’s that time of
year,” Tinkle said. “It’s one and
done.”
roman.stubbs@umontana.edu
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Former Congressmen encourage careers in politics
Stacy Gray
Montana Kaimin
People are more and more reluctant to run
for public office, two former U.S. Congressmen said on campus Thursday, and it’s for
two reasons.
No. 1: People don’t want their pasts open
for inspection.
“It’s like having to ask all of your ex-girlfriends for a career reference,” former Rep.
Sam Coppersmith, D-Ariz., told political science graduate students.
Coppersmith and former Rep. Orval Hansen, R-Idaho, visited University of Montana
political science classes and student government groups this week to encourage careers
in politics.
The second reason people don’t run for
office is that they don’t know how to ask
for money, Coppersmith said. He encourages students to set an example by donating
to their own cause and requesting specific
amounts from each person, he said. But don’t
ask for too much.
“You don’t want their kids to have to
switch schools, but they should have to go
out to dinner at a different restaurant that
week,” he said.
Coppersmith was in office from 1993 to
1995, and Hansen served in Congress from
1968 to 1975, after five terms in the Idaho
Legislature. They were brought to UM by a
program called Congress-to-Campus, created by former members of Congress, which
brings bipartisan duos to colleges in hopes of
inspiring students to enter politics. This is the
first Congress-to-Campus visit for UM.
Matthew Borron, a political science graduate student, said it was nice to see national

leaders come to Montana.
Dylan Laslovich, another political science
graduate student, said he was pleasantly surprised that neither of them had lost their love
for debating.
Hansen argued that earmarks are a powerful leadership tool used to coerce others into
agreement. He said they are inherently corrupt
because they are added in the middle of bills
so that other people don’t notice they are there.
Coppersmith said now that all of the bills
are updated online, all of the congressmen
have access to view any changes to the bills.
Laslovich preferred the impromptu heated
debate to politicians’ canned speeches these
days.
The two former congressmen also tackled
the common issue of what to do when personal values conflict with those of the constituents.
Hansen said following the constituents’
opinions can betray a representative.
“They hired you to take the time and effort
to make these decisions and follow your own
judgment,” Hansen said.
He followed this mantra when he voted to
change the voting age from 21 to 18, against
popular opinion. The very next year, polls
showed his region was in favor of this decision, he said.
Hansen and Coppersmith also met with
the College Democrats and the College Republicans at a luncheon.
“I’m excited that this is coming from both
party sides because it can help us learn how
we can work with the College Democrats on
bipartisan issues,” said Jocelyn Galt, president of the College Republicans.
stacy.gray@umontana.edu

Blaine Dunkley/Montana Kaimin

Former U.S. Rep. Orval Hansen (R-Idaho) speaks to a small group of College Democrats and Republicans Thursday as former Rep. Sam Coppersmith (D-Ariz.) sits, listening in. The two congressmen
were brought to UM as part of “Congress-to-Campus,” a program designed to bring politically-active
students together with former members of the U.S. Congress. “You’ll learn that your adversary is
not your enemy,” Hansen said as he stood between tables of aspiring politicians from both sides of
the political aisle.

One still missing after Bozeman natural gas explosion
Associated Press
BOZEMAN — One person is
unaccounted for after a natural
gas explosion rocked downtown
Bozeman Thursday morning, collapsing three buildings, city officials said.
Assistant City Manager Chuck
Winn said initially 11 people were
unaccounted for after the explosion and fire that destroyed Boodles restaurant, the Rocking R
Bar, Montana Trails Gallery, the
American Legion building and

Lily Lu’s children’s store.
“Through the work of the police department, we were able to
account for nine of those people,”
Winn said during a press conference. He later said a tenth person
had been located.
The explosion happened at
about 8:15 a.m. in the 200 block
of Main Street.
Crews allowed the fire to burn
into Thursday afternoon because
NorthWestern Energy crews were
unable to completely shut off the
natural gas.

Comment on these stories
@
www.montanakaimin.com

Winn, the former fire chief,
said the rubble of the collapsed
buildings was not yet safe to
search.
“There’s so much damage
there and so much fire still that
we cannot get our crews in,” to
search the rubble, Winn said.
Witnesses reported seeing debris fly three times the height of
the two-story building. Glass windows on downtown storefronts
two blocks away were shattered
by the blast.
The blast shook ceiling tiles at

Schnee’s Boots and Shoes three
blocks from the explosion and
knocked down shoes that were on
display, but no one was hurt, said
Dawn McClelland, who had just
reported for work when the blast
happened.
“The whole building shook,”
she said. “I thought somebody
had rammed (a car) into the back
of the building. The people up
front thought the ceiling was falling in.”
Two hours later, McClelland
was preparing to leave as a haze

hung over downtown. The store
was closed for the day.
Students at the Hawthorne
School in Bozeman were moved
to the Bozeman Public Library
due to possible air quality concerns, Superintendent Kirk Miller
said early Thursday afternoon.
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Retake fee policy awaits approval of Board of Regents
Allison Maier
Montana Kaimin
The University of Montana
administration and ASUM have
signed on to a Memorandum of
Understanding regarding UM’s
class retake policy, putting in
writing a compromise made at
the beginning of February.
ASUM and the administration
had been negotiating changes to
the class retake fee since October, after the ASUM senate
unanimously opposed a proposal put forth by the university’s
Academic Standards Curriculum

Review Committee that would
have required students to pay a
$50 fee every time they registered to retake a course.
The new policy will be presented to the Board of Regents.
If approved, it would be put into
place next fall.
Under the new policy, a student would pay $25 the first
time he or she registers to retake a course, $35 the second
time and $50 the third. All of
the money from the fee would
go toward specific activities and
initiatives aimed at improving

student retention and graduation
rates, rather than into the university’s general fund. In addition, all such initiatives must be
presented to the ASUM senate
and Executive Committee of the
Faculty Senate before being approved.
The fee would be eliminated
after two years, once these programs have been set in motion.
The idea is that they would begin to pay for themselves once
retention rates increase.
This policy falls in line with
what ASUM asked for during

ASBESTOS

focus has shifted to protecting the
people that work up there. The
whole idea of harvesting the trees is
secondary at this point.”
His team’s research was published in peer review journals in
scientific worldwide literature, and
the EPA followed up the Forest Service’s tests with some of its own in
2007, Ward said.
Other researchers aim to identify
some diseases caused by asbestos.
Former UM Associate Professor
Jean Pfau worked alongside Andrij
Holian, UM professor and the director of the Center of Environmental
Health Sciences, to identify autoantibodies in Libby residents. Their
study found that these autoantibodies, which are produced by the immune system to destroy a person’s
own cells, were more prevalent in
Libby residents than in a control
group of Missoula inhabitants who
experienced exposure to asbestos.
They followed their 2005 study
with another in 2007 that linked
the autoantibodies to lupus and
rheumatoid arthritis. These health
problems are more prevalent in

Libby than other communities due
to asbestos exposure, she said.
Investigating language was another part of the battle against asbestos.
Steve Schwarze, UM associate professor of communication
studies, organized a symposium
that brought asbestos experts to
Missoula. He teaches an environmental rhetoric class that often
discusses the issue.
“The story that has been told
about Libby is a melodrama,” he
said. “It was a way of framing
the situation in Libby as a public problem, not just a personal
one.”
Despite the dire health affects
of asbestos, Putnam continues to
keep a positive outlook for the
future of her team’s research.
“If we could get a lead on
something that could potentially
be a treatment for people (affected by asbestos) that would be
the most satisfying thing,” Putnam
said. “We have some promising
leads that we’re following.”
carmen.george@umontana.edu

Continued from page 1
route of therapy for people — once
asbestos fibers are in your lungs,
they don’t come out; you have it for
life,” Putnam said. “Since we can’t
remove the asbestos, we need to
find ways to modify how the body
reacts to it.”
Others focus on protecting
people from future exposure to asbestos.
Tony Ward, UM research assistant professor within the Center
for Environmental Health Sciences, is one of those protectors.
He identified the presence of
asbestos in stands of trees near
the Libby mine, confirming that
deadly fibers were embedding
themselves in the bark of hundreds
of trees in the area. This causes an
especially dangerous health risk
for U.S. Forest Service employees
logging in the region.
“There is a lot of asbestos in
the whole forest,” Ward said. “Our

Pleased?
Perturbed?

Write a letter to the editor
kaiminletters@umontana.edu

negotiations. Originally, the administration proposed a $50 fee
every time a student repeated a
course; this plan did not guarantee that the fee would be eliminated after two years.
In addition, under the university’s new retake policy, when
students repeat a course, their
new grades will automatically
replace their old, a system that
falls in line with the policies of
other Montana universities. Although only the new grade will
be used to calculate a student’s
GPA, all the grades he or she has

received will appear on his or
her transcript.
The Faculty Senate approved that aspect of the retake policy last December. Deciding on the fee was left to
ASUM and the administration.
Under the university’s existing
policy, when a student retakes
a course, his or her grades are
averaged together at the end of
the semester unless that student
agrees to pay a $100 fee to have
the old grade completely replaced by the new.
allison.maier@umontana.edu

Dad pleads guilty in 4
kids’ deaths, wants to die
Associated Press

MOBILE, Ala. — A man accused of tossing his four young
children to their deaths from a
coastal Alabama bridge unexpectedly pleaded guilty Thursday and told a state judge he
wants to be put to death.
Lam Luong, 38, a Vietnamese refugee, entered the plea
before Circuit Judge Charles
Graddick at a hearing on a
change of venue motion. Luong made the plea in a letter
he wrote and gave to the judge.
Under Alabama law, capital
murder defendants must be
tried before a jury even if they
plead guilty. Luong’s trial starts
Monday.
Luong, who speaks Vietnamese, communicated with
Graddick through an interpreter. Court-appointed defense attorneys have opposed his desire
to plead guilty, which he had
expressed previously.
“It came as a complete surprise. We didn’t have any idea
that something like that would
happen,” Mobile County District Attorney John Tyson Jr.
said, adding that prosecutors
had been prepared to argue
against changing the venue.
Defense attorneys did not return phone messages for comment.

Although the defendant has
admitted guilt, the jury will
make a recommendation of
either death or life in prison
without parole. The judge is not
bound by the recommendation.
Prosecutors claim Luong
argued with his common-law
wife, Kieu Ngoc Phan, 23, before he drove the family van to
the top of the two-lane bridge
on Jan. 7, 2008, and tossed the
children into the cold Mississippi Sound 80 feet below.
The bodies of the four children — Hannah Luong, 2,
Ryan Phan, 3, Lindsey Luong,
1, and Danny Luong, 4 months
— were recovered from waters
off the coasts of Alabama, Mississippi and Louisiana during a
search that involved hundreds
of volunteers in aircraft, boats
and on foot.
Luong came to the U.S. from
Vietnam when he was 14. The
family was living near the fishing village of Bayou La Batre
at the time of the deaths.
Kam Phengsisomboun, who
has served as spokesman for
the family of the mother, said
they had no comment. But he
told The Associated Press in
an interview last week that the
death penalty “would be too
easy” for Luong.
“Let him suffer in prison for
what he did to the kids,” he said.
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BFA students doodle away their fears in art exhibit
Amanda Eggert
Montana Kaimin

If you’ve seen a few pink eyes around campus, it’s not necessarily because people are
getting sick; they could be visual reminders of
the upcoming exhibit created by Bachelor of
Fine Arts students.
Fourteen BFA candidates are exhibiting their thesis work starting Tuesday at the
Gallery of Visual Arts in the Social Sciences
Building.
“We have painting, printmaking, drawing,
ceramics,” said Cathryn Mallory, an art professor and the director of the Gallery of Visual Arts. “The show’s not going to be your
typical white box gallery show,”
Senior Tyler Krasowski’s exhibit — or,
more accurately, installation — will include
three walls that he’s painted: one a bright
blue, one a vibrant purple and the third a
similarly striking green. He will cover two
of the walls, floor to ceiling, with his drawings (more than 200 of them) and draw directly on the third wall, he said.
“I’ve always been a doodler. My mom
pushed me quite a bit when I was younger, always buying art supplies,” Krasowski
said.
The drawings he has already finished
are “just a single image on a single sheet,
(which) creates a set of images that work together to create a collective piece,” Krasowski
said. “The images are all over the place: animals, food, household objects, the subconscious.”
He said he will continue working on his
exhibit after the gallery show has been taken
down. “The work is just going to keep going
after. It doesn’t really stop,” he said.
“I think I’d like to keep expanding on it,
keep building on it until I have eventually
thousands of images,” he added.
Mallory said the students who are working
toward a bachelor’s degree in fine arts (BFA)
must take 75 credits in art, whereas students
who are getting a bachelor’s of art (BA) in art
are required to take only 57 art credits. “Essentially, it adds a whole other year for students, so this is something the students have
been preparing for a long time,” Mallory said.
BFA student Rachel Stiff has experienced
long nights while working to fulfill the credit

Taka Osuga/Montana Kaimin

Helen Maher draws a line in preparation for hanging her work in the Gallery of Visual Arts on Wednesday afternoon. Fourteen students will present their
work in the Senior Thesis Exhibition, which opens on March 10.

requirement.
“I’ve been in the studio until like 5 a.m.
some nights and it actually feels good to have
a time in the 24-hour (day) where everyone
else is not active and not calling you and you
just work,” Stiff said. “I’m glad that’s over
though. I’m ready to get a sleep pattern back.”
Stiff describes her work as “a mixture of
drawing and paintings with fragments of realism and also some abstraction … (It’s) kind
of complicated.” Her work is inspired by
“life, place and memory, and also a little bit of
death,” she said.
“I started some of them last semester and
then I let them sit and let some things marinate
in my head and then I came back to them,”
Stiff said.
In the fall, Stiff will be returning to school
— the University of Arizona in Tuscan — to
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“This show is kind of about people’s fears
and insecurities who are twenty-somethings,
and it’s sort of about how we have a collective
fear of consciousness,” Weber said.
She created five portraits of people and
their fears: two of her, one of a boyfriend and
two of friends of hers. In addition, she created
a whole fear alphabet based upon particular
fears and insecurities.
“I think a lot of our fears we gather are in
our childhood, so I sort of wanted to make a
nostalgic piece about that,” she said.
The exhibit opens March 10 and the opening reception will be March 12 from 5 to 7
p.m. Once the exhibit opens, the gallery will
be open on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. and on Thursday from
11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
amanda.eggert@umontana.edu

Handicrafts from Guatemala raise funds
for indigenous battered Nebaj community
Stacy Gray
Montana Kaimin
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get her master’s in art.
Mallory said the majority of artists at the
exhibit will probably be looking to sell their
work. “It’s always, I suppose, one of the finer
compliments to the artist that someone relates
to your artwork enough that they want to live
with it and they want to purchase it,” Mallory
said. “And artists need to make money, too.”
The 14 students have also been enrolled in
a senior thesis class where they learn “all aspects of being a professional artist,” Mallory
said.
Lindsey Weber, from Hamilton, said, “It
was good to look at consumerism and actually
pricing your work and what you can expect
from the real world,” Weber said.
Her mixed media pieces combine screen
printing, drawing and hand-stamped paint all
covered in bee’s wax.

Some UM students are trying to earn money for the
indigenous people of Guatemala, one bracelet at a time.
At First Friday, Dauphines Bakery & Café will feature photographs taken by UM students during a recent
trip to Guatemala, as well as Guatemalan-made handicrafts. Both will be on sale to benefit the Nebaj community, which hosted the group when they traveled to
the Ixil region in northern Guatemala last summer.
“We’re trying to give these people a voice that they
don’t have in their own country by showing (Americans) these photos and giving them a taste of the (Mayan) culture through these crafts,” said Nova Pauls, a
senior in environmental studies who went on the trip.
Authentic Guatemalan coffee, woven belts and children’s toys will be raffled off.
Every May, UM environmental ethics professor
Dan Spencer takes a group of students to a Latin American country for a two-week travel seminar as part of
the Center for Global Education at Augsburg College.
The program alternates between Guatemala and
Nicaragua each year. The group of graduate and undergraduate students was fully immersed in the dayto-day living conditions of the Ixil Mayans of Guatemala.
“Dan Spencer told us beforehand to save our money for
certain parts (of the trip) so we could buy from craft sales in
the slums of Guatemala City,” Pauls said. “It was amazing
that there was a craft sale in the middle of a slum.”
Liz Stoeckel, a UM graduate student who also traveled with Spencer, said they wanted to hold an event

in Missoula upon their return in order to raise money
for the Indigenous Mayors of Nebaj, an organization
that plans to use the money to a establish a weaving
cooperative in northern Guatemala, thus creating jobs
in the region.
“It’s going to be a long haul, but the main concern
is getting people job opportunities to get them ahead,”
Pauls said.
Pauls said she was horrified by the living conditions.
“There was garbage everywhere, even floating in
the rivers,” she said. “We take things like clean water for granted.”
The Guatemalan military devastated the Ixil region during the country’s 36-year civil war, and the
country has yet to recover.
First Friday will be open from 5:30 p.m. until 9
p.m. at Dauphine’s Bakery and Cafe, located at 130
E. Broadway. It’s free, open to the public and features live music.
Photographs will be priced between $30 and $50
and raffle tickets are $3 each or two tickets for $5.
People do not have to be present to win.
The students will follow up their First Friday exhibit with a presentation on their trip, followed by
a film about Guatemalan coffee farmers who took
up arms against their government in the civil war.
The documentary film, “Voice of a Mountain,” will be
shown March 10 at 7 p.m. in room L14 of the Gallagher Business Building.
stacy.gray@umontana.edu
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Dancers bring variety of styles
to spring showcase next week

Alisia Muhlestein/Montana Kaimin

Dancers rehearse “Let’s Go,” choreographed by Heidi Jones Eggert, Tuesday
night in the Open Space. “The fact that there are 12 dancers in this piece really
brings the energy to the front,” Jones Eggert said. “Let’s Go” will be the closing
piece for both versions of the Spring Dance Showcase, which starts March 10.

Jeff Osteen
Montana Kaimin
Hidden dancers, tutu-touting
ballerinas and electronica music
mark the coming performances
of the University of Montana’s
Spring Dance Showcase.
UM students and faculty
will present 15 original pieces
featuring 13 student choreographers and 35 dancers during the
showcase, which runs March
10-14.
“It’s mostly student-choreographed work and a few faculty
pieces,” said Lauren Belland, a
UM dance major.
Jessica Shontz, a senior UM
dance student, said the Spring
Dance Showcase offers a chance
every year for students, faculty
and occasionally alumni of the
dance program to present the
material they’ve been working
on all semester.
Stylistically, the material performed will comprise everything
from modern to contemporary
techniques, even comedy.
Dance major Faith Morrison’s original piece, “Dirty
Awesome Tie-Dye,” features
hidden dancers who jam their

way around the performance
space.
Twelve dancers will enact the
energetic “Let’s Go,” a modern
piece set to a blend of electronica, hip-hop and funk music, in
a routine choreographed by new
faculty member Heidi Jones Eggert.
Belland’s “Binding Lines” is
an original contemporary dance
piece that explores people’s preoccupation with cell phones and
how this distraction disturbs the
harmony of society.
Belland said she had the idea
for the piece after a trip to Vancouver, when she realized the
power of the inadvertently-generated isolation caused by devices meant to connect people, such
as cell phones, iPods and computers. The contemporary piece
will feature six dancers performing modern dance movements
based on improvisation.
“It’s pedestrian movement, but
exaggerated into dance,” Belland
said.
Shontz will take the opportunity to bring a more vintage style
to the stage.
“I’ll be wearing a tutu,” she

said, “That’s pretty rare.”
Shontz is a classically-trained
ballerina, although she has never performed in a tutu. Oddly
enough, her mother even makes
them.
After her mother made her
a tutu, Shontz asked faculty
dancer Michele Antonioli to
choreograph a classical piece
for her final showcase. The traditional ballet solo will be set
to music performed by the Balanescu Quartet.
Though she’s graduating,
Shontz will continue working
with classical dance.
“I’m currently teaching ballet
and I’ll continue to teach ballet
here in town,” Shontz said.
The showcase is split into two
programs. Program I will show
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday at 7:30 p.m. Program II will
show Wednesday and Friday at
7:30 p.m. and on Saturday at 2
p.m.
The performances will be in
the Open Space in the PAR-TV
building. Tickets cost $8. For
more information, call the PARTV Box Office at 243-4581.
jeff.osteen@umontana.edu

Local musician’s album created from pain
Matt McLeod
Montana Kaimin
When local guitarist Richie Reinholdt penned the ballad “Tough
Girl,” he had someone specific in
mind — his protégé, Amanda Cevallos.

He wasn’t kidding when he
wrote the song.
Cevallos, 30, is a UM grad who
celebrated the release of her folkrock sophomore album, “Chase the
Rain,” Wednesday evening at a party at Lake Missoula Cellars. She’s
no ruthless bruiser, just an honest,
hard-nosed artist who isn’t afraid to
sacrifice.
“One time I actually dumped my
boyfriend so I could write a song
about it,” Cevallos told the audi-

ence during the show. “It’s true.
I broke my own heart to get past
writer’s block.”
Cevallos was working as a bartender at the Top Hat in 2004 when
she met Reinholdt and began taking guitar lessons from him. He
had spent the better part of three
decades drifting from band to band,
touring with country, rock and
bluegrass outfits.
A year and a half in, Cevallos
was chomping at the bit, deter-

mined to release her first album,
“Rainy Day.” Although she was
happy with it at the time, she said
she’s evolved musically to a point
where looking back, it’s hard to believe how raw she sounded.
“I’m actually really embarrassed
by it,” Cevallos said in an interview
Thursday. “I put myself out there
before I probably should have. I
had barely learned to play yet.”
With Reinholdt’s tutelage, she
progressed. Cevallos said she

is “grateful for everything he’s
showed me,” and that his talent
makes her job easier.
“I don’t have to tell him what to
play, he just knows,” Cevallos said.
“It’s nice to have someone who is
creative and knows exactly what
you want them to do.”
Having a seasoned, steady hand
by her side has helped, but for Cevallos, there’s nothing like a little
heartache for inspiration.
Love’s tables turned on the singer last summer. Cevallos’ brother
had finished serving a six-year prison sentence in Texas and she told
her then-boyfriend she was going
to visit him. Her boyfriend called
as she was on her way home and
told her he didn’t love her anymore,
ending the relationship.
She was devastated, but over the
next six weeks she wrote 16 songs
about the split, five of which make
up the new CD. She said the ordeal
was tough to swallow because she
was “convinced he was the man I
was going to spend my life with,”
but she wouldn’t change what happened.
“Straight up, it was a broken
heart that wrote the album for me,”
Cevallos said. “And to be honest, if
I had the choice I would rather have
the songs than the guy who dumped
me.”
The lyrics on “Chase the Rain”
trace her journey after the breakup;
at times she’s scornful, at other
times hopeful, but always honest.
“You killed my soul / you
robbed me whole / you took all my
love,” she laments on the title track.
“But if you still want me, I would
come to you because baby you’re
enough.”
The Montana transplant was
born and raised in Houston, Texas,
See CD, page 11
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Elevator entertainment

Blaine Dunkley/Montana Kaimin

Sara Bogy and her four-year-old son Rowan ride the elevator while exploring the UC Thursday afternoon. “It’s his favorite place,” Bogy
said. “He likes to have a snack after his gymnastics class and then ride up and down the elevator.”

and her casual melodies still
saunter with a Lone Star step,
landing somewhere between
Norah Jones and Hank Williams. And while she’s lost her
accent, she’s never lost the passion to create.
“I really, really, really like
what I’m doing,” Cevallos said.
“I’m so hungry to be a musician.”
The artist is set on making it
big, and that means hitting the
road again – this time for good.
Cevallos played her final Missoula show at the Badlander
hours after the release party and
is moving to Austin, Texas, Saturday, hoping to make a splash
in the city’s flourishing music
scene. Her first gig is in two
weeks — she’ll open for Billy
Bob Thornton and Paula Nelson, daughter of country legend
Willie Nelson, at the South by
Southwest music festival.
Big dreams are behind the
move, but for the MexicanAmerican Cevallos, who grew
up idolizing Tejano icon Selena,
it’s a chance to reconnect with
her past and add another element to her repertoire.
“I haven’t really shown that
side to me in my music,” Cevallos said. “I feel like I need to get
back to my roots. It’s time for
me to go home.”
matthew.mcleod@umontana.edu
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ROBBER
Continued from page 1
Police were led to Nania’s
residence after the state crime
lab identified Nania’s thumbprint on a note the robber had
handed to the pharmacist.
The robber had used notes
extensively during the crimes,
which ranged from lists of
medications to “OxyContin and
Xanax or I Blow your head OFF
NOW!”
Nania’s fingerprints were
in the crime lab’s database because of a previous arrest in
Washington, but police would

not release details of that crime.
Police have also connected
Nania’s 1999 Dodge Durango to the robberies after they
caught it on a surveillance camera from the Target store on
North Reserve Street moments
before one of the robberies.
It is not yet known whether
Nania is a suspect in any of
the other recent robberies in Missoula, but it is not likely that he is
involved in the University Center
robberies.
According to Public Safety Director Jim Lemcke, in those cases
the police were able to get a fingerprint off of a freshly cleaned door
in the UC Market, which does not
match Nania’s print.

Missoula Police Chief Mark
Muir said that unless the prints
from the UC Market door came
from somebody besides the robber — such as the next person to
walk in after the robbery — then
Nania is not the guy.
During the other robberies
in Missoula the perpetrator was
wearing gloves.
“We will continue to review
the other robberies that were
occurring during this time,”
Muir said. “At this time it is
unknown whether this individual is connected to these robberies.”
For more than a month, the
entire Missoula Police Department has been working on these
cases in some capacity, and
Muir said they would be remaining vigilant.
“We aren’t going to go
back and take a nap,” he said.
“We’re going to move onto the

Friday, March 6, 2009
next one.”
During a press conference
Thursday afternoon, Muir and
Mercer stressed the growing
problems of prescription drug
abuse in Montana and how this
case exemplifies the dangers.
Nania admitted to police that he
had been abusing prescription
drugs since the age of 14. However, he denied involvement in
the robberies.
Mercer said these sorts of
crimes are now a huge problem,
and that after years of dealing
with methamphetamine abuse in
Montana, authorities are seeing
bigger problems with prescription drug abuse, including several deaths.
“The context of this case is
one that I hope you will see coincides with broader relevance
to the city and state,” Mercer
said. “Prescription drug abuse
is the new problem we are dealing with.”
mark.page@umontana.edu

TICKET
Continued from page 1
prices won’t go up after the merger, but
rather consumers will benefit from one
system that oversees every aspect of
the live concert experience. But their
statements met skepticism by Sens.
Herb Kohl and Charles Schumer after fans who purchased tickets to a
Bruce Springsteen concert on Ticketmaster’s Web site were redirected to
Ticketsnow.com, a company under
the Ticketmaster umbrella, and ended up paying many times more than a
ticket’s base price.
Ticketmaster blamed the snafu on
a computer malfunction and has offered a refund to those customers, but
Muse said she’s wary of something
like that happening if Ticketmaster
gets more control of the shows the
Adams Center puts on.
“I’m looking at their business
practices with eyes wide open,” she
said.
kimball.bennion@umontana.edu

Accuracy Watch

The Montana Kaimin is committed to accuracy in its
reports. If you think the Kaimin has committed
an error of fact, please call us at 243-2394
or e-mail editor@montanakaimin.com and let us know.
If we find a factual error we will correct it.

The Kaimin assumes no responsibility for
advertisements which are placed in the
Kiosk. We urge all readers to use their
best judgement and investigate fully any
offers of employment, investment or related topics before paying out any money.

kiosk
KAIMIN

CLASSIFIEDS

R AT E S
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.15 per 5-word line/day
Off Campus
$1.25 per 5-word line/day

The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. Prepayment is required. Ads may be placed at
DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-5475, email:
kaiminads@gmail.com or call 243-6541.
Lost and found ads may be placed
in the Kiosk free of charge. They can
be 3 lines long and run for 3 days.

LOST OR FOUND
Found: Kay Jewelry earring outside
Education Building on 3/2. Call to identify.
406-670-8227
Found: Gray, 16GB IPod & off white
clicker for stats class in Math/Sciences
Bldg. See Leslie in Math office Ext 5311.
TO GIVE AWAY
Free gray cat. 3-yrs old, declawed, fixed,
current shots. Call Candice for more
information 406-459-7415
FOR RENT
Take over lease at the Grizzly Apts thru
May 15th. Includes all utilities, internet,
and cable. $525/month. Call 544-0799.
Rooms available in remodeled fraternity
house from May 15th to August 1st.
Close to U on Gerald and University Ave.

$350/month w/ small deposit. Includes
all utilities inc cable and internet. Call
MREM at 406-541-6468 or visit www.
millenniumrem.com.
Weekend cabins 30 min. from Missoula.
$44-66 night Rock Creek Cabins 251-6611
FOR SALE
Real Hookahs Made in Egypt. 36 kinds of
shisha. Joint Effort 1916 Brooks, Missoula,
Holiday Village Shopping Center.
Digital Scales. Two different sizes. Low
prices. Joint Effort 1916 Brooks, Missoula,
Holiday Village Shopping Center.
HELP WANTED
Two Downtown Facilities Staff needed:
Missoula Downtown Association hiring for
event setup & other downtown projects.
PT Apr-Oct. $8.50/hr. 543-4238/

missouladowntown.com for more info.
Submit cover letter, resume, 3 references to
218 E. Main St, C; Missoula, MT 59802 or
via email to mda@missouladowntown.com
by March 6.
$50 to anyone who can find me a wedding.
This lead must turn into a booked
wedding. Photographer Dave Bell www.
davebellphoto.com
Curry Health Center is looking for a new
CARE Coordinator to begin training
in April. Eligible candidates must be in
Missoula over summer. Please submit
a resume, references, and safer sex
philosophy to Health Enhancement in
Curry Health Center by March 20th. For
more info please check out the job posting
on the UM student job website.

PERSONALS
Counseling and Psychological Services.
Call for an appointment. 243-4711
Wildland Fire Training, Basic and
Refresher. Call 406-543-0013
Has your “social” smoking become more
than just social? Curry can help. 243-2809
CHC Room 112
SERVICES
Reliable PC/laptop repair. Student
discount. Downtown at 136 East Broadway.
Computer Central, 542-6540.
Computer Problem? Free Diagnosis! Free
Diagnosis! Close to campus. First Call
Computer Solutions. 721-4592
www.davebellphoto.com
Editing: www.pamelabishop.us

A professional, winning resume will be
yours... when Rainmaker Resumes writes
it! Our powerful resumes will get you a job
interview... guaranteed! Call today for a
free consultation, 546-8244.
MISCELLANEOUS
Secret Seconds U Thrift Store featuring
nice and affordable books and clothing
1221 Helen Ave. (one block from UM-next
to JavaU) 10-6pm Mon.-Sat.
BAHA’I FAITH
O Son of Spirit! My first counsel is this:
Possess a pure, kindly, and radiant heart,
that thine may be a sovereignty ancient,
imperishable, and everlasting. – Bahá’u’lláh
“You can lead a man to Congress
but you can’t make him think. “
~Milton Berle
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